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CHURCH     TALK 
A monthly publication of Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church of Coleridge, Nebraska; a member of the Lewis & Clark Cluster in 
the Nebraska Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 
 
 

Russell Lambert, Pastor 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 

304 South Main Street 
P. O. Box 88 

Coleridge, NE  68727-0088 
Church Phone:  (402) 283-4361 

Parsonage Phone:  (402) 283-2303 
Pastor’s Cell Phone:  (402) 302-5999 

Pastor’s Email Address:  pastorruss0530@att.net 

Church Email:   
immlc@nntc.net 

 
Church Website: 

http://immanuellutherancoleridge.org 
 

Worship With Us 
Saturday at 7:00 PM; Sunday at 9:00 AM 

 

OUR COUNCIL 
         Bob Hansen, Council Chairman     Claudet Wege, Council Secretary     Terry Ebberson, Treasurer 
                                Dallas Graham, Vice-Chairman          Sheri Krei, Financial Secretary  
                                                Claude Hofeldt, Dan Kock, Alisha Stone, Herbert Bose           

Immanuel Lutheran Church   
P. O. Box 88 
Coleridge, NE  68727 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
	  



FROM THE PASTOR’S KEYBOARD 
 So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for 
you: compassion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even-tempered, content with 
second place, quick to forgive an offense. Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master 
forgave you. And regardless of what else you put on, wear love. It’s your basic, all-purpose 
garment. Never be without it. 
 Let the peace of Christ keep you in tune with each other, in step with each other. None 

of this going off and doing your own thing. And cultivate thankfulness. Let the Word of Christ—the Message—have the run 
of the house. Give it plenty of room in your lives. Instruct and direct one another using good common sense. And sing, sing 
your hearts out to God! Let every detail in your lives—words, actions, whatever—be done in the name of the Master, Jesus, 
thanking God the Father every step of the way.     —Colossians 3:12-17 
 

Happy new year! It is hard to comprehend that Linda and I have lived among the good people of Coleridge for nine 
months now. It has been a glorious time for us and we hope it has been equally a blessing for you. 

 
New Year’s resolutions are made and broken every year. And yet, it is good to look at our lives and evaluate what 

could use some change. The Colossians text shown above is one of my favorites. It is the text for the First Sunday of 
Christmas, year C (last year). I personally think it is a great text to use for thinking about resolutions for a new year. That 
said, I have thought of a 5 point resolution for our congregation, and for us individually using the text above and the word 
CHRIST. 

 
CARE FOR OTHERS, REGARDLESS OF WHO THEY ARE. It is normal for humanity to find differences. But that is 

a result of the Fall. Sin causes us to view ourselves as better (or worse) than others. In Christ, we are all equal. 
 
HONOR THE DIFFERENCES. In science, diversity is a strength, not a weakness. It is our diversity as people of 

God that makes us stronger. We don’t have to be alike or think alike! We benefit when we try to see different viewpoints. 
 
REACH OUT TO THOSE IN NEED. I’m sure that you, like I, have seen times of need. I’m also sure that we have 

been helped by others when we were in need. Being poor or needy is no sin. Jesus calls us to reach out to those who are 
less fortunate. 

 
INCREASE YOUR PRAYER LIFE. We all know and say that prayer changes things. Mainly prayer changes us. So 

in 2017, let’s resolve to pray more. Oh, and don’t be ashamed of praying for yourself! 
 
STUDY SCRIPTURE WITH OTHERS. The women’s circles meet each month and study, but how about the rest of 

us. Is there a time that we can meet to dig into scripture? It doesn’t have to be on Sunday morning during Sunday School. 
I’m open to pretty much anything. Can we invite others from different denominations (and the unchurched) if we do this at a 
time other than Sunday morning? 

 
TELL YOUR STORY! Lutherans aren’t very good at this. BUT, this is how others see God at work. Telling your 

story also allows you to connect more deeply with how God is working in your life —and GOD IS working in your life! 
 
Again, have a happy New Year. As we walk into the future, let us resolve to be centered in Christ.   
           -Pr. Russ+ 

Annual Meeting Notice 
 The Church Council would like to bring your attention an item they will have the congregation vote on at our 
Annual Meeting in January.  This change is being requested due to the decline in membership.  The item to 
come to a vote is in the Church’s Constitution By-Laws.   
Section 2: Officers and Congregation Council Members, BL2.05. 
As Stated Now—No Member-at-large of the Congregation Council can serve consecutive terms. 
Change to—Members-at-large of the Congregation Council may serve consecutive terms. 
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 2017 OFFERING ENVELOPES- The 2017 offering envelopes have arrived and are ready for you to take for the 
next year’s offering.  The envelopes with the sign-up sheets are on the narthex table.  Please add your name to the 
sign-up sheets according to the box you chose. 
 
Annual Reports- End of the Year:  Please submit your annual reports as soon as possible for them to be entered 
into the 2016 Annual Report. 
 
 



 
Immanuel	  Lutheran	  Church	  Legal	  Council	  Meeting	  December	  19,	  2016	  @	  7:00	  P.M.	  

	  Respectfully	  submitted	  by	  Claudet	  Wege,	  Council	  Secretary,	  pending	  approval	  @	  the	  January	  2017	  Council	  Meeting.	  

Those present were:  Pastor Russell Lambert, Chairman Bob Hansen, Claude Hofeldt, Dallas 
Graham, Herb Bose, Alisha Stone, Sheri Krei, Dan Kock, Terry Ebberson, Claudet Wege & guest 

Angie Hall.  Chairman Bob Hansen brought the meeting to order & Pastor Russ led the group with devotions & an 
opening prayer. 
 

Secretary's Minutes:  Corrections:  #1)  October & November Council Minutes were printed in the December Church Talk 
with both titled as October 17, 2016 - one should have been titled November 21, 2016.  #2)  The correction under 
Secretary's Minutes that changed the statement "Chairman Bob Hansen brought the meeting to order not adjourn" was 
written to "correct the "November Minutes" but should have been written to say  "correct the October Minutes". 

 
Treasure's Report:  MSC to accept the reviewed financial figures as presented. 
 
Property Committee:   
•   Church Furnace -  Called for furnace problems about a month ago - just a minor complication with the switch.  The 

present furnace is now ok but at some point we may think about replacing it. 
•   New plastic chairs have been purchased - what to do with the old metal ones - it was suggested that we give the 

congregation the opportunity to have the old chairs.   A note will be posted in the January Church Talk to offer them for 
the taking.   We'll keep a small number for the church & if any remain, we may ask the Coleridge Community Hall if they 
would like to have them. 

•   Organ - Had a glitch a few Sundays back when the organ was not working but since then has been ok.  Discussion was 
held on whether we would replace the organ sometime or be satisfied with the Clavinova, which is our digital piano.  If 
we were to replace our organ, this would be a major cost. 

 
ILCW Report:  The lesson for this month was titled "Advent is a time of darkness & possibility".  The December 

Stewardship Offering was designated for the "Haven House" as monetary towards personal care items. 
 
Evangelism Committee: 
•   The committee purchased new plastic tables & chairs for Immanuel - one eight foot round table, two eight foot long 

tables & twenty-four chairs. 
•   Coat Closet - A new coat closet for the community is being created.  Immanuel will house new & gently used coats of all 

sizes (including children & adults) for the community.  The old pastor's office has been cleared out for this purpose. 
 
Chairman's Report:  Future planning was discussed.  There has been some work on exploring the idea of starting a 

dialogue with another congregation about shared ministry. 
 
Pastor's Report:   
•   Pastor provided a written report that included visitations, community & congregational events. 
•   "Fay's Furniture & Floor Covering" from Hartington came to do an estimate for replacement of a linoleum flooring for the 

parsonage basement. 
•   Confirmation - problems with discipline - hopefully handled. 
•   Upcoming Events: 

December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship at 7:00 P.M. 
December 25 - Christmas Day worship at 10:00 A.M. with no Sunday School 
January   3 - Pastor Cluster meeting 
January   4 - D.A.W.G. (Doing Awesome Work for God) resumes (1st Wednesday 4:30 till 6:00) 
January 15 - Annual Meeting 
January 16 - Council Meeting 



January 17 - Cluster Meeting 
Old Business: 
•   The basement humidifier was not working properly & taken by "Thrasher Basement Systems, Inc." from Omaha about a 

year ago to check it out but we have not heard anything from them.  Herb Bose stated he would call them. 
•   Angie reported that the post office is ok with the sealed Church Talk mailings verses the envelopes.  This will save time 

& money. 
 
New Business:   
•   Nominations of Council Members & Endowment Committee - Herb Bose presented names that have agreed for 

nomination as follows:  Council Nominees:  Amy Hall, Heather Loberg, Denise Olsen, Jeff Hansen - council at large & 
Terry Ebberson for treasurer.   Endowment Committee:  Mary Biltoft, Susan Kurtzhals, & Rodney Hall. 

•   Synod Assembly Nominees - Possible Names were mentioned & Pastor Russ will follow-up. 
•   Cemetery - change in wording for CR Part 12 Cemetery Rules:  MSC to change the burial of casket or urn cemetery 

fee from $500.00 to $1,000.00 per burial casket or urn. 
 
Meeting adjourned @ 9:00 P.M.  We closed with the Lord's Prayer. 
Annual Meeting:  Sunday, January 15th. 2017 @ 10:00 A.M.  
Next Council Meeting:  Monday, January 16th, 2017 @ 7:00 P.M.	  
	  

January Circle News 
Grace Circle will meet January 10th, the second Tuesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at the church. 
Bible Study:  Pastor Russell Lambert 
Hostess:  Janice Wilkerson 
PVH Birthday Parties, January 18th, Grace Circle Hosts. 
  
Peace Circle will meet January 11th, the second Wednesday of the month, at 1:30 PM at The 
Embers. 
Bible Study:  Pastor Russell Lambert 
Hostess:  Ruby Hansen 

  
Stewardship project for January will be Personal Care Kit items or Monetary.  
 
Prayer Concerns: 
Delila Cooper, Liz Johnson, Dave Nasland, Leona Heithold, Gary Jansen, Betty Heitman, 
Betty Rygiel, Karen Green, Myrna Collins, Gloria Brummels,  Ashley Lynn Schmit, Marilyn 
Jorgensen, Charles Rygiel, Sarah Naeve, Jackson Graham, Dennis Tullberg, Lois 
Brummels, Virginia Avenell, Sue Yerger, Norma Janssen, Diane Frerichs, Orlyn Frerichs, 
Trevor Hallman, Trent Luebberstedt, and Janet Meyer, as they are dealing with health 
concerns. 
 

2016 Annual Meeting:  
Sunday, January 17th, the 2015 

business annual meeting of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church will be held after the 

morning worship service.  Look for 
annual reports in your mail coming 

soon.



January	  01	  	  Randy	  Wood	  
January	  02	  	  Peggy	  Bush	  
January	  02	  	  Robyn	  Hansen	  
January	  04	  	  Christopher	  Yunker	  
January	  05	  	  Norma	  Jean	  Vogle	  
January	  05	  	  Carol	  Wolfe	  
January	  06	  	  Eunice	  Nelson	  
January	  06	  	  Kolby	  Hansen	  
January	  08	  	  Jerry	  Bauermeister	  
January	  08	  	  Sharon	  Olsen	  
January	  09	  	  Amanda	  Cakebread	  
January	  09	  	  Aric	  Hall	  
January	  09	  	  Jack	  Franzen	  
January	  12	  	  Lynda	  Bartling	  	  
January	  12	  	  Gilbert	  Brummels	  
January	  12	  	  Clifford	  Peck	  
January	  13	  	  Betty	  Heitman	  
January	  14	  	  Tyson	  Jorgensen	  
January	  17	  	  Kelli	  Fox	  
January	  17	  	  Delaney	  Hall	  
January	  17	  	  	  Kody	  Bartling	  
January	  18	  	  Nicole	  Benson	  
January	  19	  	  Marilyn	  Jorgensen	  

January	  21	  	  Anthony	  Gray	  
January	  22	  	  Lois	  Brummels	  
January	  22	  	  Rodney	  Hall	  
January	  22	  	  Helen	  Hansen	  
January	  24	  	  Donovan	  	  Hahne	  
January	  25	  	  Heather	  	  Hansen	  
January	  27	  	  Lynnel	  Fiscus	  
January	  28	  	  Myrna	  Collins	  
January	  28	  	  Kerry	  Hefner	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
2—Ron	  &	  Julie	  Stone	  
	  17—Rick	  &	  Lori	  Arduser	  
	  29—Mike	  &	  Mary	  Biltoft	  
	  
If	  your	  name	  was	  omitted	  or	  a	  correction	  	  
needs	  to	  be	  made	  in	  this	  list	  of	  birthdays	  
and	  anniversaries,	  please	  contact	  the	  church	  
office	  at	  283-‐4361.	  

  
2016 Graduates (College Freshmen)-The church office would like to reach out to our 2016 

graduated seniors.  Please forward your child’s new address to the office. 
 

Special Notice:  Office hours will be adjusted January to March 15th.  Angie helps do 
assessment testing in local schools every two years and needs to be there during the 

school hours of the day.  If you need to be in contact of the office, Pastor will be 
stopping in during the week when he is available, and you are able to call and leave a 
message on the answering machine (402)283-4361 or email the office at 

immlc@nntc.net.  Angie will still be checking into the office during this set time period, 
however it may not being during the regular three day a week schedule. 

 
Old Metal folding chairs available- The evangelism committee has ordered the missing white folding 

chairs for the basement.  Therefore we have the old metal folding chairs available to whoever might 
like them.  Currently they are being stored in the basement classroom adjacent to the kitchen. If you 
are interested, please come and get them at your earliest convenience. 

 
Coleridge Coat Closet-There are many individuals in our community that need some warmth and love from others.  

Starting in mid-December, Coleridge Christians Caring, has voted to hold a coat closet for community 
members that in need of a new or softly used coat.  Individuals needing winter 
related items are to contact Deloris Meier or Ron Wege.  You may also contact 
Pastor with any questions, you may have. 

 
Donating Coats—Members of Immanuel who are looking to help someone in need this winter 

season.  You are able to bring a new or gently used coat to the church to be placed 
in the Coleridge Coat Closet.   


